
PUBLIC SAFETY/LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 

SB139/HB206 – Criminal Procedure – United States Park Police – Authority to Enforce 
Maryland Law in National Park System 
 SB139/HB206 authorize U.S. Park Police officers to make arrests, conduct 
investigations, issue citations, and otherwise enforce the laws of the State within areas of the 
National Park System.  Under current law, U.S. Park Police officers do not have authority to 
enforce Maryland law.  Current operating procedures require Park Police officers to hold a 
suspect during an investigation until a Maryland police officer responds to pursue State charges. 
 
SB365/HB24 – Criminal Law – Animal Cruelty – Dogfighting and Cockfighting 
 SB365/HB24 provide that a person may not knowingly attend, as a spectator, a 
deliberately conducted event with fowl, cock, or other bird fighting. A violator is guilty of a 
misdemeanor and subject to maximum penalties of imprisonment for 90 days and/or a fine of 
$1,000. 

The bills provide that a person may not possess, own, sell, transport, or train a dog with 
the intent to use the dog in a dogfight or knowingly allow premises under his or her control to be 
used for dogfighting. A violator is guilty of a felony and subject to maximum penalties of 
imprisonment for three years and/or a fine of $5,000. 

The bills also provide that a person may not possess, with intent to unlawfully use, an 
implement of cockfighting or any tool designed to enhance a bird’s fighting ability for use in a 
deliberate bird-fighting event. A person may not arrange or conduct an event where a bird fights 
with another bird. A person may not possess, own, sell, transport, or train a bird with the intent to 
use the bird in a cockfight or knowingly allow premises under the person’s control to be used for 
a bird to fight with another bird. A violator is guilty of a felony and subject to maximum 
penalties of three years’ imprisonment and/or a fine of $5,000. 

 
SB490/HB80 – Courts – Criminal Cases – Release of Defendant Charged with Crime of 
Violence Pending Appeal by the State 
 SB490/HB80 authorize a court to release a defendant charged with a crime of violence on 
any terms and conditions that the court considers appropriate or to remand the defendant to 
custody during the prosecution and determination of an appeal by the State. 
 
HB624 – Criminal Procedure – Expungement – Notice to Defendant 
 This bill provides that, when all the charges against a defendant are disposed of by 
acquittal, dismissal, probation before judgment, nolle prosequi, or stet, the court must advise the 
defendant that the defendant may be entitled to expunge the records relating to the charges. 
However, failure to do so does not affect the legality of the sentence or disposition of the case. 
 
HB891 – Law Enforcement Officers’ Pension System – DROP – Creditable Service 
 This bill requires that creditable service, not eligibility service, will be the service 
criterion used to determine whether a member of the Law Enforcement Officers’ Pension System 
(LEOPS) is eligible to participate in the system’s deferred retirement option program (DROP). 
 
 



HB1125 – Task Force on the Exemption of Law Enforcement Officers’ Pensions from 
Taxation 
 This bill establishes a Task Force on the Exemption of Law Enforcement Officers’ 
Pensions from Taxation. The task force will study the issue of exempting members of the State 
Police Retirement System, the Law Enforcement Officers’ Pension System, the Local Fire and 
Police System, any local pension or retirement system for law enforcement officers, and parole 
and probation officers who are members of the Employees’ Retirement System or the 
Employees’ Pension System from State income taxes on their pensions. The study will focus on 
(1) the benefit that members would derive from an exemption; (2) the impact on State revenues 
and the ongoing structural budget deficit; (3) the impact on the State Retirement and Pension 
System; and (4) the administrative and legal changes necessary to implement such an exemption. 
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